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Bailable to gentlemen of such quality tiavellmg in times oi peace , and such officers as would go beyond sea, should take with them their full arms and number of horses as are allowed in the army to such officeis.
That all the troopers shall receive, on the delivery of their horses, twenty shillings a man to carry them home, and the general's pass and lecommendation to any gentleman who desires to go to the paiLament to settle the composition for their estates
Lastly, a very honourable mention of the general, and offer of their mediation to the parliament, to treat lam as a man of honour, and one who has been tender of thecountiy, and behaved himself with all the moderation and candoui that could be expected from an enemy.
Upon the unexpected receipt oi this message, a council of war was called, and the letter lead , no man offeied to speak a word, the geneial moved it, but every one was loath to begin.
At last, an old colonel starts up, and asked the general, what he thought might occasion the writing this lettei ? The geneial told him, he could not tell, but he could tell he was sure of one thing, that he knew what was not the occasion of it, \iz , that is, not any want of foice in then army to oblige us to other terms* Then a doubt was staited, whether the king and parliament were not in any tieaty, which this agreement might be prejudicial to.
This occasioned a letter to my Loid Fan fax, wherein our general returning the civilities, and neither accepting nor refusing his pioposal, put it upon his honour, whether theie was not some agicement oi concession between his majesty and the parliament, in aider to a geneial pe<ice, which tins treaty might be prejudicial to, 01 thereby be piejudieial to us
The Lord Fan fax ingenuously declared, he had heard the king had made some concessions, and he heartily wished lie would make such as would settle the kingdom in peace, that Englishmen might not wound and destroy one another, but that lie declared he knew of no treaty commenced, nor anything pabt, which could give us tbe least shadow of hopo for any advantage in not accepting his conditions At last, telling us, that though he did not msult over our circurn